
 
 

Pine Flatwoods 
Field Trip 
Babcock 

 
Pine palmetto flatwoods are a mosaic of different habitats: pine, oak hammocks, 
wetland depressions.  Read Chapter 4, Flatwoods and Prairies. 

Site 1 

 
 

Define: 
 Slough 
 Isolated wetland 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Why are flatwoods so flat? 
 

 
 
 
What abiotic factor controls the location of: 
  

                  scrub               pine-palmetto        oak hammocks                       wetlands? 

 
 

 
Where did the wetland depressions come from in the first place? 
 

Karst sink holes, limestone, percolation, climate cycles, sea level and rain fall 
   
      
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Site 2 

 



 
 
Role of fire in south Florida flatwoods:  

Natural fire reoccurrence interval? _____ 
Fire and species diversity?  ______________ 
 



 
 
Species response to fire: 
 
 Pine    

Palmetto 
Grasses 

 Forbes 
 Oaks 
 Wax myrtle 
 
What is the Babcock Experiment? 


