
BSC1010., Fall 2010 
 
Students, acting as supreme court justices, had to decide… “beyond what point (1-7) would an abortion be 
considered murder by law enforcement,” and to write a biology based reason for their decision.   
 
 

 
 
Reasons students cited for drawing the line at various points (1-7). 
 
1: 
No students drew the line at #1.  All felt people should be allowed to take the birth control pill. 
 
2: 
Condoms prevent conception, they do not kill the zygote, embryo, fetus. 
MA pill stops a new life from forming and should be illegal. 
MA pill ok, because you don’t know if you are pregnant. 
Once the egg attaches to the uterus it is on its’ way and it is important to keep alive. 
 
3:   
Because life starts once you think you are pregnant and most likely you are. 
Fetus has a heart beat after this point & that establishes life in my opinion. 
At this point it has the shape and look of a baby. 
Heartbeat. 
Heartbeat and organs formed well before 3 months. 
Heartbeat and major development. 
After implantation it starts to grow and develops a heartbeat. 
 
4:   
At this point, the baby is just a mass of cells. 
Allows enough time for rape victims or unwanted pregnancy. 
It lacks the necessary parts to be considered a human. 
All organs intact by this point. 
 
5: 
Fetus viability 1, 2, 3, 4,5,6 
 
6.   
But both parents must consent. 
Woman’s choice, her body, her child. 
This assures the woman who is raped to end the pregnancy. 
 
7.  Leave me alone.  Don’t tell me what to do.  Get your head out of my uterus! 

Results 1. 
Ovulation 

2. 
Condom 

3. 
M.A. Pill 

4. 
3mo 

5. 
6mo 

6. 
Birth 

7. 
2 weeks old 

MWF 9am 0 3 6 6 2 1 0 

MWF 10:30 0 3 3 2 6 3 0 

Tues 5:30 0 1 5 6 4 1 2 

Average 0 students 7 students 14 students 14 students 12 students 5 students 2 students 


