
The following uses various “verbs” that when used in a question may indicate critical thinking skills are required  to successfully answer the question.
Level 1 -Knowledge/Information: Remembering previously learned material

Examples: arrange, define, describe, duplicate, identify, label, list, match, memorize, name, order, outline, 
recognize, recall, repeat, reproduce, select, state

Level 2 -Comprehension: The ability to grasp the meaning of material

Examples: classify, convert, defend, distinguish, describe, discuss, estimate, explain, express, generalize, 
give examples, identify, indicate, locate, paraphrase, recognize, report, restate, review, rewrite, select, sort, 
summarize, tell, translate

Level 3 -Application: The ability to use learned material in new and concrete situations

Examples: apply, change, choose, compute, demonstrate, discover, dramatize, employ, illustrate, infer, interpret, manipulate, modify, operate, practice, prepare, produce, relate, schedule, show, sketch, solve, use

Level 4 -Analysis: The ability to break down material into its component parts so that its organizational structure may be understood

Examples: analyze, appraise, calculate, compare, contrast, criticize, diagram, differentiate,

discriminate, distinguish, examine, experiment, inventory, question, relate, test

Level 5 ~ Synthesis: The ability to put parts together to form a new whole

Examples: arrange, assemble, collect, combine, compose, construct, create, design, devise,

diagram, formulate, generate, manage, organize, plan, prepare, propose, re-arrange,

reconstruct, set up, synthesize, write

Level 6 -Evaluation: The ability to judge the value of material for a given purpose.

Examples: appraise, argue, assess, attack, choose, compare, defend, estimate, evaluate,

judge, predict, rate, score, select, support, value

---

Level 7 -Receiving: Being aware of or attending to something in the environment

Examples: ask, choose, describe, follow, hold, identify, locate, name, point to

Level 8 -Responding: Showing some new behaviors as a result of experience

Examples: answer, assist, attempt, attend to, comply, conform, give, greet, label, present, read,

recite, report, select, tell, write

Level 9 -Valuing: Showing some involvement, commitment, or preference

Examples: complete, differentiate, follow, form, initiate, invite, join, justify, propose, share, study, work

Level 10 -Organization: Integrating a new value into one's general set of values, giving it some ranking among one's general priorities. .

Examples: adhere, alter, arrange, combine, compare, complete, defend, explain, generalize,

identify, integrate, modify, order, organize, prepare, relate, synthesize

Level 11 -Internalization: Acting consistently with the new value, attitude, or interest

Examples: act, argue, assume, avoid, challenge, cooperate, discriminate, display, disagree,.

engage in, influence, help, integrate, join, offer, participate, perform, persuade, practice, praise, resist, serve, 
use, volunteer

---
This material is provide to allow students to anticipate the kinds of critical thinking skills Edison requires they develop.  Taken from page 3, Strengthening Curriculum and Instruction, by Bronder, et. al. Edison College, and renumbered and modified by Wilcox.








