Roseate Tern
Sterna dougallii
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found along the shores all over the world

spend most of their time at sea diving for small fish concentrated by larger predators

lands on surface only to bathe

spectacular aerial mating flights where a monogamous pair will fly 300 meters up and glide down in formation with the female a few inches above the male

drinks salt water and secretes salt through gland at base of beak

eight documented calls

no regional differences in song…probably interbreed??

birds live 17-25 years, based on banding studies
US populations migrate to Caribbean and South America, but route is mystery (at sea?)

repeat hurricanes destroying nesting sites in Caribbean

Repeat hurricanes affecting nature’s ability to recover 

May 2006
By BRIAN SKOLOFF ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 


   Pelican Shoal has never been much of an island — a quarteracre patch of sand, bleached white coral and scrub seemingly adrift in crystal clear waters seven miles southeast of Key West. 
   But it was one of two places in Florida where the threatened roseate[image: image6.png]
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 flew once a year from the Caribbean and South America to breed. Now, after two years of pounding hurricanes, it’s under water. 
   Using decoys and recorded sounds, scientists are trying to lure the birds, which typically come in May, to an island in Dry Tortugas National Park. That’s 70 miles away. 
   ‘‘The type of habitat they require for nesting is very limited in the state. Now they really don’t have many places to nest, if any at all,’’ said Ricardo Zambrano, a biologist with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
   The tern[image: image8.png]


’s fate is one example of how repeated hurricanes not only displace people, but destroy wildlife habitat, kill plant life and rearrange coastal environments that have for centuries served as natural barriers. 
   Last year’s Atlantic hurricane season was the busiest since record keeping began in 1851. The season included 27 named storms with 15 hurricanes, seven of which were Category 3 or higher, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Category 4 Hurricane Katrina produced the worst devastation on record in Louisiana and Mississippi. Eight hurricanes have hit or impacted Florida since 2004. 
   With more severe storms predicted to come more often, nature is in for a series of debilitating blows the likes of which it hasn’t endured in generations. Its ability to recover will be put to the test. 
   Throughout the Gulf Coast region from Texas to Florida, barrier islands were battered by wind and waves, leaving many fragmented and submerged. 
   The Chandeleur Islands off Louisiana’s coast were stripped clean in Katrina, submerging much of the 40-mile long uninhabited chain and leaving the mainland more vulnerable in the coming hurricane season. 
   ‘‘It takes a long time for these dunes to re-establish naturally, so the next storm that comes along will have an easier job overtopping the islands and flooding inland areas,’’ said Abby Sallenger, a U.S. Geological Survey oceanographer. 
   Louisiana had already been losing coastal wetlands at a rate of about 25 square miles a year, scientists say. It’s estimated that Katrina caused a loss of 118 square miles of wetland marshes. 
   ‘‘What potentially could happen if you take away the barrier islands, the wetlands could even disappear faster,’’ Sallenger said. ‘‘The marsh itself will just disintegrate and it supports an incredibly rich ecosystem.’’ 
   On Florida’s Atlantic Coast, Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne delivered back-to-back blows in September 2004, eroding sand dunes and filling wetlands with sediment. In some places, mangrove roots are suffocating in silt as the repeated storms pile more sand and dirt around their bases. 
   ‘‘If you have a series of storms coming through and the return time becomes substantially less, you have all these cumulative impacts that affect the rate of recovery,’’ said Ed Proffitt, a Florida Atlantic University biologist. ‘‘Whether the plants survive in the long run remains to be seen.’’ 

