email: BSC1011 and 1051C students, March 12, 2010

We will be discussing wolf predation in upcoming chapter.

Here is a distressing account of a jogger killed: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/35823039/ns/us_news-life/
I spent the summer at U. of Alaska last year, and it seems joggers and bikers get hit more often by bears and wolves than hikers.  I guess the saying, "food runs" has merit.

There is a perverse tendency in the media and among many wildlife biologists to downplay the danger large animals pose to humans in the wild.  You frequently hear, "If you don't bother them, they won't bother you."  As a result, many people fail to take reasonable precautions, like jogging with "bear spray" and staying hyper vigilant. 

Based on the movement of collared wolves, starving packs in winter are attracted to human settlements.  Many Alaskans keep hunting dogs or sled dogs staked out around their home.  Since wolves frequently carry out marauding attacks on adjacent packs, a tethered dog is irresistible. 

Wolf on wolf predation and cannibalism:

http://www.wolfsongnews.org/news/Alaska_current_events_3015.html

